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Memorandum 
To: Barry County Board of Commissioners, Michel Brown, Barry County Administrator 
From:  American Rescue Plan Act Committee  Lani Forbes (Barry County United Way), Bonnie Gettys (Barry Community Foundation), Carla Neil 

(Retired, Pennock), Gregory Moore (Consumers Energy), Craig Jenkins (Delton School Board Member & Resident), Jennifer Heinzman (Barry County Area 
Chamber of Commerce/Economic Alliance), Robert Geyer (Business Consultant, Partner, Crowe Horwarth, Gun Lake) Cindy Vujea (Retired, Delton Schools, 
Barry County Economic Alliance) 
 
The committee received 19 completed applications and one incomplete application.   
 
The committee reached out to the applicant with the incomplete application and is encouraged by the applicant’s desire to apply for the second 
round of funding.  The application promises great outcomes. 
 
The committee used the ARPA requirements from the Department of Treasury Interim final rule dated May 17, 2021 to determine eligibility. In the 
area of Invest in water, sewer and broadband infrastructure, the further requirement to utilize the State of Michigan Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund Eligibility and the EPA’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund Eligibility were utilized. The pertinent area of these documents are included in the 
packet.  
 
Scorecards were developed based on the requirement of the grants and utilized for each applicant. Each question was weighted with a total of 55 
points being available. Each member of the committee reviewed each application and provided a completed scorecard. 
 
After we met as a committee, a couple of the items needed further clarification to determine final recommendations.  As you can see by the 
information below, the clarification assisted the committee in thoughtfully considering all requests. 
 
BE Health Department - Spoke with Jay - Director of Environmental Services 
He heard about a similar program on a conference call with other directors from across the state and thought it would fit for this grant so they 
applied.  They are not sure about what the need is. He does know that they have referred people to USDA and Barry County Home Improvement 
program. He is unsure how many have used these programs. He has heard that there is a lot of paperwork with both and may prevent people from 
applying. He thinks there may be some substandard systems out there that are not calling the health department because they don't have the 
money to fix the problem. Jay said they may be not flushing toilets regularly or not taking showers to reduce system use. They would use tax 
documents to determine eligibility. Only property owner would be eligible. 
  
However, there may be future funding coming for this program based on information that Bonnie & Michael sent out on MI Prosperity Road Map. 
  
$100M for a needs-based program to replace failing residential septic systems or mitigate basement flooding on private property. 
• $50M for the replacement of failing septic systems 
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• $50M to mitigate basement flooding through the repair or installation of check valves and sump pumps, and lateral repair or replacement sewers 
or other proven mitigation techniques 
• 10% match is required 
• Eligible households must fall below the ALICE threshold 

 We encourage the Health Department to reapply with more data about the project and plans to determine eligibility for round 2 – 
the funds may be used for the 10% match that would leverage other funds. 

  
Drain Commissioner - Watson, Cloverdale and Little Thornapple 
Cloverdale Drain is a 20-year assessment. All property owners except one have a yearly payment under $73.00. An assessment over $718.00 
figures out to $50.00 per year (they must be charging interest). It appears that about half of those that would qualify (over $50/yr) are 2nd homes. 
 
Watson Drain is a 20-year assessment as well. 
  
The recommendation would be: 

1. Must be primary residence 
2. Fall within 250% of poverty (family of 4 under $65,500/yr) 
3. Property owner would have to provide 1040 tax documents to determine eligibility. 
4. Provide a one-time payment of $100.00 if the initial payment is over $718.00 
5. Payment would be made directly to the County Clerk to be applied to property assessment. 
6. ARPA Committee recommends using Barry County United Way to provide income verification due to their experience with other income 

based grants. 
 

The Little Thornapple assessment application was for road crossing culverts. Jim Dull explained that since the Road Commission couldn't apply, he 
applied on their behalf. The Road Commission can ask the Drain Commissioner to put an assessment on the property owners when putting in 
culverts if they don't have enough funding to cover the cost. They have not petitioned for this assessment at this time.  This project is for culverts on 
Brown Rd. They rarely do this but because there was funding available, they applied. According to Brad Lamberg, these are projects the Road 
Commission, the residents or the township can petition the Drain Commission for, they just haven't done that as of yet. There is not a date to start 
this project. There is no 20-year assessment, they are all one time payments that are under $200.00 except 2 - 1 is a 112 acre parcel assessed 
at $667.06 the other is $468 for a 75.3 acre parcel. It seems that those two may have been miscalculated based on the cost to others. 
With this further information, it may not fit with the guidelines. 
  
Three of the applicants did not meet the criteria to apply for funding: Register of Deeds- Indexing Recorded Land Records, Animal Shelter 
Hazard/Essential Worker Premium Pay (Animal Control is not on the list of Essential Workers and was deemed such by vote of the County 
Commission), Charlton Park Restroom (did not fit with DWSRF or CWSRF).  
 
Five other projects did not score high enough to receive funding in this round. They would be requested to review their application and resubmit for 
the next round.  
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The following are recommendations for funding in this round.  
 

1. Barry Township received the highest score for the building of a water tower. This tower will allow growth and development to occur in the 
Barry Township area. They are also putting $367,910 towards the project. The tower has the potential for broadband antennae placement. 

2. Village of Freeport was next for a water tower rehabilitation and a water main looping project. The rehabilitation to the water tower will bring 
it to OSHA and MIOSHA standards as opposed to having to build a new one at a cost of 1.8M. The tower has the potential for broadband 
antennae placement. The water main looping project will work to resolve the distribution issues on the east side of the Village. They are 
putting $179,688 into the project with another $52,334 pending.  

 
3. Barry County 911’s request placed 3rd for an 800 MHZ tower. Currently the one 800MHZ tower in Barry County is not providing the 

coverage needed for emergency dispatching to police, fire and EMS. This tower has the potential for broadband antennae placement.  

4. The Drain Commission projects placed 4th & 5th. The recommendation for these projects are listed above.  

5. Barry Eaton Health Department request for repairing failed septic systems scored 6th. Due to the further information above, it was not 
recommended for funding at this time.  

6. Barry County Parks and Rec Paul Henry Trail Paving scored next highest. The recommended funding was based on additional grants 
that are attainable. The park and trail system has been greatly utilized during the pandemic. 

7. Activate Barry County funding will assist with the development of a Community Food Center. The recommendation is to provide $100,000 
of the $107,620 requested. 

8. Barry County Road Commission utilized the ARPA revenue replacement calculator to determine the amount of lost funding. The Road 
Commission is reliant on gas and road tax. During the pandemic, less usage of gas significantly impacted their budget. $240,000 is 
recommended for funding.  

9. Algonquin Lake Association will utilize the $14,000 for a sewer and broadband study.  
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Applicant Title 

Amount 
Requested 

Amt 
Leveraged Pending Score 

 Recommended 
Funding?  

Amt 
Remaining 

Barry Twp Water Tower 1,332,090 367,910  356  $ 1,332,000.00   $  668,000.00  

Village of Freeport Water Supply & Tower 839,000 179688 52334 345  $   839,000.00   $  829,000.00  

Barry County 911 800 MHz Tower 2,400,000   328  $2,400,000.00   $  429,000.00  

Drain Commissioner Cloverdale 500,000 0 500,000 323  $   125,000.00   $ ,304,000.00  

Drain Commissioner Watson Drain 2,000,000  4,675,000 321  $   300,000.00  
 $  
1,004,000.00  

Barry Eaton Health Dept Repairing Failed Septic 100,000 0 0 312  $            -    
 $  
1,004,000.00  

Barry County Parks & 
Rec Paul Henry Trail Paving 1,237,500   301  $    650,000.00  

 $      
354,000.00  

Drain Commissioner Little Thornapple 2,000,000  2,000,000 292  $          -    
 $      
354,000.00  

Active Barry County Community Food Center 107,620   279  $   100,000.00  
 $      
254,000.00  

Barry Co Road 
Commission Revenue Replace 923,327.27   239  $   240,000.00  

 $        
14,000.00  

Algonquin Sewer & Broadband 14,000   223  $     14,000.00  
 $                       
-    

Prairieville Township Watson Drain 368,433 368,433  216   
Starting Over For 
Success Employment Transportation 68,435 24,145  211   
Barry County Mental 
Health Assistance for employment 132,664   184   
Charlton Park Revenue Replace 79,189 0 0 179   
County of Barry Revenue Replace 2,956,038   177   
Charlton Park Restroom 94,600 0 0 124   

Animal Shelter 
Hazard/Essential Worker 
Premium Pay 54,440 0 0 35   

Register of Deeds 
Indexing Recorded Land 
records 400,000 0 0 0   


